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Sustaining our Future
The Chamber has been a champion of sustainable
development and we forged the Business Charter on

Sustainable Development in 1992. In 2003 we began the

practice of publishing a biennial Sustainability Report as
part of the Annual Report. This is the third Sustainability
Report by the Chamber, covering the years 2006 and 2007.
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Economy: Our business is the people business
Promoting the economy is the Chamber's core business - this

Annual Report gives a detailed account of how the Chamber
champions a sustainable Hong Kong through promoting
economic prosperity. Of particular relevance, in terms of
sustaining our future, is the Chamber's work in "the people

business:" enhancing the workforce of today and tomorrow.

Besides acting as the "voice of business" in education and
manpower policies (described elsewhere in this Annual
Report), in a practical way, the Chamber reached out to

the workforce of tomorrow through the Business/School
Partnership Program. Initiated by the Chamber Manpower
Committee, in collaboration with the Association of English
Medium Secondary Schools, the program comprises a range
of activities such as executive talks, company tours, mock
interviews, student internships and school visits, to enhance
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The Chamber reached out to the workforce
of tomorrow through the Business/School
Partnership Program.
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The Chamber remained the

sole sponsor of the "Good

Citizen Award" organized by

the Police Force. N
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students' exposure to the business environment and enable
them to experience practical use of English in the workplace.
In 2006 and 2007, the program was supported by 26 member

companies with 30 secondary schools participating.

The Chamber continued to be a partner organization of the
"Youth Business Hong Kong" scheme, established by the
Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups, by providing mentors
to assist aspiring young business people. The Chamber also,
for three consecutive years, supported the Federation's Heart
to Heart School Volunteer Corps Project, which promoted the

spirit of volunteering among students.

On the more general issue of the population of the future,
the Chamber took an active part in the public engagement
exercise on population policy launched by the Council

for Sustainable Development in 2006. As a collaborator
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Dr Edgar Cheng, Chairman,
Council for Sustainable
Development, provided a brief
introduction on the public
engagement exercise “Clean Air
— Clear Choices!
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organization with the Council, the Chamber contributed to
the public engagement exercise, especially on issues such as
work-life balance and ethnic diversity.

Society: We care
The Chamber has long supported the Caring Company

Scheme, organized by the Hong Kong Council for Social
Service. Through the Scheme, "Caring Company" or "Caring
Organization" logos are awarded to qualified companies or
organizations in recognition of good corporate citizenship.
The Chamber itself was awarded the Caring Organization logo
in 2005/06 and 2006/07.

In support of the government's policy to develop social
enterprises, the Chamber worked with the Home Affairs
Bureau to promote cooperation between business and the

social sectors on social enterprises. The Chamber Chairman
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Chamber staff participated
in various good causes,
such as the Outward Bound
Corporate Challenge.
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Dr Lily Chiang was a keynote speaker at the Social Enterprise
Summit on December 20, 2007. Throughout 2006 and 2007,
we continued to be a partner organization of the Social Welfare
Department's "Partnership Fund for the Disadvantaged,” to
assist capacity-building for the disadvantaged sectors.

The Chamber also co-organized the "Hong Kong
Occupational Safety & Health Award," and encouraged
Chamber staff to participate in various good causes such
as the MTR Hong Kong Race Walking, the Outward Bound
Corporate Challenge and the Community Chest.

Besides corporate citizenship, at the community level, the
Chamber remained the sole sponsor of the "Good Citizen
Award" organized by the Police Force. In 2006-07, the
commendation went to 162 exemplary citizens who received
a total of $324,000 from the award. To further promote the
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scheme, the Chamber organized a fund-raising dinner on

the occasion of its 145th Anniversary in 2006, which saw the
award funding topped up by an additional $1.08 million. Since
1973, more than 3,000 citizens have received the honour.

As the voice of business, the Chamber provides regular input on
various matters of public interest through the participation of its
members and senior executives in more than 60 public sector
advisory bodies - a significant contribution to public affairs.

Environment: The green Chamber in action
Project Clean Air, initiated by the Chamber with the Business

Coalition on the Environment, marked an important milestone
at the Business for Clean Air Conference in November 20086,
at which the Chief Executive Donald Tsang signed the Clean
Air Charter on behalf of the HKSAR Government. The Project
entered another phase in 2007.
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Within the Chamber secretariat, on April 30, 2007, CEO
Alex Fong led the formation of an internal Environmental
Group to oversee the Chamber's own efforts on energy
conservation. The group evaluated the results of an earlier
pilot scheme under which staff were encouraged to adopt
14 guidelines to save energy. In 2006, the pilot scheme
helped reduce electricity consumption by 10.3%. The
saving on electricity bills, amounting to some $10,000, was
donated to local green group Worldwide Fund for Nature.

Despite being a paper-intensive office, we continued to
stress the need to reduce paper usage through reuse and
recycling. In 2006 and 2007, we collected a total of 22,098

kg of paper, equivalent to saving a forest of 368 trees.
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